Adult Christian Education 		Session 22: Lectures to the leaders
Study on Ezekiel		October 10th, 2010
Ezekiel 20-24 lectures to the leaders
20	It came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, that certain of the elders of Israel came to inquire of the Lord, and sat before me.
The specific inscription of the date and time signifies a new section in Ezekiel.
2 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 3 “Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Have you come to inquire of Me? As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “I will not be inquired of by you.” ’ 4 Will you judge them, son of man, will you judge them? Then make known to them the abominations of their fathers.
Why did the elders come to Ezekiel? What were they inquiring?
Main theme

Man’s propensity to rebel against God.
God’s propensity to be merciful.

History lesson 1 (v5-9) deliverance from egypt
5 “Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “On the day when I chose Israel and raised My hand in an oath to the descendants of the house of Jacob, and made Myself known to them in the land of Egypt, I raised My hand in an oath to them, saying, ‘I am the LORD your God.’ 6 On that day I raised My hand in an oath to them, to bring them out of the land of Egypt into a land that I had searched out for them, ‘flowing with milk and honey,’ the glory of all lands. 7 Then I said to them, ‘Each of you, throw away the abominations which are before his eyes, and do not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’ 8 But they rebelled against Me and would not obey Me. They did not all cast away the abominations which were before their eyes, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt. Then I said, ‘I will pour out My fury on them and fulfill My anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt.’ 9 But I acted for My name’s sake, that it should not be profaned before the Gentiles among whom they were, in whose sight I had made Myself known to them, to bring them out of the land of Egypt.
What did God do?
1. He saw their suffering, he heard their cries!
God responds because He has been attentive to their cries. 

2. He identifies himself with their suffering.
Recount the incident of the burning bush. The bush according to many scholars is the acacia or thorn bush; it is generally supposed to have been emblematic of the Israelites condition in Egypt—oppressed by a grinding servitude and a bloody persecution, and yet, in spite of the cruel policy that was bent on annihilating them, they continued as numerous and thriving as ever. The reason was “God was in the midst of them.” By this act, God is also indentifying with their suffering – he is in the midst of them.

3. He sent a deliverer to rescue them from their oppressors.
He calls Moses to be Israel’s deliverer. Even though Moses were comfortable tending sheep (sheep never caused Moses to be angry, … people did) with wife and presumably children. Moses gave many excuses not to go but God persisted and persuaded Moses to take up the job.

4. He performed great acts of miracles to subdue Egypt and to bring them out of Egypt.
God showed Israelites as he brings them out of Egypt the futility of idols,e specially those prevalent in Egypt. The ten plagues were all counters against specific gods of Egypt and they show these gods to be impotent against all the judgments. The last plague was specially targeted at Horus, the patron god of Egypt and the god of life. Again, Horus was impotent to stop the killing of the first borne of the children and lifestocks of Egypt, proving him to be a false deity.

What is their response?
	V8:



History lesson 2 (v10-26) in the wilderness
10 “Therefore I made them go out of the land of Egypt and brought them into the wilderness. 11 And I gave them My statutes and showed them My judgments, ‘which, if a man does, he shall live by them.’ 12 Moreover I also gave them My Sabbaths, to be a sign between them and Me, that they might know that I am the LORD who sanctifies them. 13 Yet the house of Israel rebelled against Me in the wilderness; they did not walk in My statutes; they despised My judgments, ‘which, if a man does, he shall live by them’; and they greatly defiled My Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour out My fury on them in the wilderness, to consume them. 14 But I acted for My name’s sake, that it should not be profaned before the Gentiles, in whose sight I had brought them out. 15 So I also raised My hand in an oath to them in the wilderness, that I would not bring them into the land which I had given them, ‘flowing with milk and honey,’ the glory of all lands, 16 because they despised My judgments and did not walk in My statutes, but profaned My Sabbaths; for their heart went after their idols. 17 Nevertheless My eye spared them from destruction. I did not make an end of them in the wilderness.
18 “But I said to their children in the wilderness, ‘Do not walk in the statutes of your fathers, nor observe their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols. 19 I am the LORD your God: Walk in My statutes, keep My judgments, and do them; 20 hallow My Sabbaths, and they will be a sign between Me and you, that you may know that I am the LORD your God.’ 
21 “Notwithstanding, the children rebelled against Me; they did not walk in My statutes, and were not careful to observe My judgments, ‘which, if a man does, he shall live by them’; but they profaned My Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour out My fury on them and fulfill My anger against them in the wilderness. 22 Nevertheless I withdrew My hand and acted for My name’s sake, that it should not be profaned in the sight of the Gentiles, in whose sight I had brought them out. 23 Also I raised My hand in an oath to those in the wilderness, that I would scatter them among the Gentiles and disperse them throughout the countries, 24 because they had not executed My judgments, but had despised My statutes, profaned My Sabbaths, and their eyes were fixed on their fathers’ idols.
25 “Therefore I also gave them up to statutes that were not good, and judgments by which they could not live; 26 and I pronounced them unclean because of their ritual gifts, in that they caused all their firstborn to pass through the fire, that I might make them desolate and that they might know that I am the LORD.” ’
What did God do?
1. He gave them laws and statutes.
After 430 years of slavery, there is no way the the Israelites know how to behave as a nation. God gave them statutes, constitutions that allow them to function as a nation and as a special people of God. God gave them judgments – laws and decrees that help them deal with one another; on social fairness, on do’s and don’ts etc…

2. He gave them worship and pointed them to faith in the living God.
God points them to himself by giving them the sabbath. Only the God who creates the world provides sabbath. The sabbath tells them, come and worship me because I am the Yahweh who created the whole world and yourself, and as I created the world, I also gives rests on the 7th day. It also sets apart the Israelite as false gods and pagan deity do not observe the sabbath.

3. He gave them provisions; manna from heaven, quails for meat and water from rock.

What was their response?
	V13:
God’s rightful response: 						… but He didn’t

What does it mean when God say “for my name’s sake”?
Human tendency – to enforce certain behaviour to “save face”, to reinforce or to shape our reputation.
Divine meaning – God’s name is an expression of his character. Jehovah Jireh (god who provides), Jehovah Shalom (God of peace), El Elyon (God most high). So here, God is merciful because it is his character to be merciful. As such, he will act in this way.


History lesson 3 (v27-29) in the promise land
27 “Therefore, son of man, speak to the house of Israel, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “In this too your fathers have blasphemed Me, by being unfaithful to Me. 28 When I brought them into the land concerning which I had raised My hand in an oath to give them, and they saw all the high hills and all the thick trees, there they offered their sacrifices and provoked Me with their offerings. There they also sent up their sweet aroma and poured out their drink offerings. 29 Then I said to them, ‘What is this high place to which you go?’ So its name is called Bamah to this day.” ’

What did God do?
God has fulfilled his side of the bargain. He has brought them into the promised land filled with milk and honey. He has given them possessions and stability and then blessed them with many more good things.
What was the summary of their response?
This part of history for the Israelites is quite long, more than 300 years have transpired. Yet the summary statement by Ezekiel is the word “idol worship”. What a sad conclusion. What shall be the epitah on your tombstone say? What is the summary of your life to this day? Is it pursuit of worldly recognition? Is it material goods? Or should it say, that you are a follower of Jesus Christ?
What does Bamah mean?
Bamah means high places in a literal sense, a reference to them building the idol altars on high grounds. However, Bamah is also a composite word that consist of 2 parts, “Ba” which means ‘what’ and “Ma” which means ‘to go’. It conveys a question to the Israelites, “to what shall you go to?” It is a question that points to the hopelessness of Idol worship as it leads to no where.

History lesson 4 (v30-31) now …
30 Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Are you defiling yourselves in the manner of your fathers, and committing harlotry according to their abominations? 31 For when you offer your gifts and make your sons pass through the fire, you defile yourselves with all your idols, even to this day. So shall I be inquired of by you, O house of Israel? As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “I will not be inquired of by you.

Still bent on rebelling against God’s decree.

Some observations
Observation 1:
There is no progression when it comes to human morality or Godliness. Hegel once said, “we learned from history that we never learn from history” and we must say that in the Ezekiel narative, this is true. Israel rebel, God continues to grant mercy and Israel persist in her rebellion. That is why we need salvation from Jesus Christ. Not religion, not education because they have all been shown to be futile. Salvation is needed to bring us out of the deadly spiral.
Observation 2:
God grants mercy because He is a God of mercy, mercy is in His character. He did not show mercy because it will lead to Israel’s repentance or that Israel may become better. Similarly, when you want to do good, do it because you are emulating your God. Do it because your new nature need to show off the character of Godliness. If you dhow mercy or goodness because you want some ‘payback’, you will be sorely disappointed. Your friend, or your spouse, or your children or your neighbour will prove to be just like the Israelites, because we are all man in sin, we will continue to manifest the fruits of our sins. Whenever anyone responds positively, thank God because it is His work in the soul of that person.
Observation 3:
Sometimes we think that special and miraculous signs and wonders will make man come to God. Think of all the popularity and noise coming from health and wealth gospel workers. But let me ask you, who has seen more miracles and wonders? Have you seen the read sea parted? Have you seen cloudy pillar and fiery pillar leading your group? Have you eating manna that freely falls from heaven; and quails that fly into your kitchen waiting for you to cook and enjoy? Have you seen water coming our from rocks or snake venom healed by looking at a raised bronze serpent? Have you seen Jordan stopped in its track when you put your foot into it? Or a city wall crumble through walking around 7 times and then shouting? You haven’t but Israelites have! However, according to Ezekiel’s interpretation of Israel’s history; it’s continous rebellion against God. Again, we have to say, we need really ‘heart’ change given to us through the work of the Holy Spirit. Peter said it right when he says “8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.”

purpose of God’s judgment 
32 What you have in your mind shall never be, when you say, ‘We will be like the Gentiles, like the families in other countries, serving wood and stone.’
God’s eternal purpose will never be defeated.

God’s infinite love will not let go.

33 “As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “surely with a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out, I will rule over you. 34 I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries where you are scattered, with a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out. 35 And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will plead My case with you face to face. 36 Just as I pleaded My case with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will plead My case with you,” says the Lord GOD. 
37 “I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant; 38 I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who transgress against Me; I will bring them out of the country where they dwell, but they shall not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the LORD. 
39 “As for you, O house of Israel,” thus says the Lord GOD: “Go, serve every one of you his idols—and hereafter—if you will not obey Me; but profane My holy name no more with your gifts and your idols. 40 For on My holy mountain, on the mountain height of Israel,” says the Lord GOD, “there all the house of Israel, all of them in the land, shall serve Me; there I will accept them, and there I will require your offerings and the firstfruits of your sacrifices, together with all your holy things. 41 I will accept you as a sweet aroma when I bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries where you have been scattered; and I will be hallowed in you before the Gentiles. 42 Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I bring you into the land of Israel, into the country for which I raised My hand in an oath to give to your fathers. 43 And there you shall remember your ways and all your doings with which you were defiled; and you shall loathe yourselves in your own sight because of all the evils that you have committed. 44 Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I have dealt with you for My name’s sake, not according to your wicked ways nor according to your corrupt doings, O house of Israel,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”
God will judge because:
1. He is king (v33 … I will rule over you …)




2. He is just and righteous and he has to act




3. For the good of His people



Conclusions


1

